Social competence in pediatric brain tumor survivors: breadth versus depth.
The purpose of this article is to review the literature in the area of social competence in pediatric brain tumor survivors published in the last year. Research published over the past year examining the social competence of pediatric brain tumor survivors has seen the consistent application of a comprehensive conceptual framework that pertains specifically to children with brain disorders. Subsequent to the application of a comprehensive conceptual framework, more sophisticated research approaches have begun to advance our understanding of deficits among this population. Specifically, operationalization of social competence is evolving. Continued application of a conceptual framework and investigation into the components that comprise the framework will enhance the depth of our understanding of social competence deficits among this population. Research must continue to use innovative approaches to measuring social competence. Considerable gaps still exist with respect to identifying risk and resilience factors for social competence deficits.